Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MEXICO 07902 1821 15Z 
73 

ACTION COME-00 

INFO OCT-OI ARA-I6 ISO-00 EB-II PM-07 DODE-00 CIAE-00 

INR-II NSAE-00 RSC-OI DRC-OI /048 W 

062128 

R 18I90IZSEP 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3852 

UNCLAS MEXICO 7902 

EO 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, MX 

SUBJ: PRODUCT OPPORTUNITY: PATROL BOAT INQUIRY 
REP: STATE 203552, USDOC 4789, MEXICO 2706 

1. ACCORDING TO DAO NAVAL ATTACHE, MEXICAN NAVY TWO YEARS 
AGO HAD BRITISH FIRM DESIGN AZTECA CLASS PATROL CRAFT TO 
FIT MEXICAN SPECIFICATIONS. MEXICAN NAVY OWNS PLANS AND 
DESIGN RIGHTS FOR THE "AZTECA." FIRST THREE OF 21 TO BE 

BUILT IN ENGLAND ARE REPORTEDLY NOW READY SLR DELIVERY, AND 
MEXICAN ESCORT CRAPT HAS DEPARTED MEXICO FOR ENGLAND. SUBSEQUENT 
CONSTRUCTION TO COMPLETE FLEET OF UP TO 70 AZTECAS TO BE 
UNDERTAKEN IN MEXICO. 

2. EMBASSY IS UNAWARE OF ANY INTENTIONS BY MEXICAN NAVY, 

MILITARY OR CIVILIAN DEPARTMENTS, TO ACQUIRE SIGNIPICANT 
NUMBER OF NEW PATROL CRAPT. MEXICAN NAVY SAYS AZTECA CLASS WILL 
FILL ALL THEIR NEEDS. 
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